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London-Based Ascend Names China Southern As World’s
Fastest Expanding Airline

This news was published on Monday, December 18th, 2006 and is archived under Airlines.
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LONDON - December 18, 2006 - China Southern Airlines, with the largest and most
technically advanced aircraft fleet in The People’s Republic of China, has been named the
“world’s fastest expanding airline” and winner of the 2006 First Class Award by Ascend.

Ascend, the world’s leading provider of information and consultancy to the global aerospace

industry, reviewed the past year and assessed the numbers, considered the news and digested the
forecasts to uncover who soared the highest in 2006.
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China Southern Airlines captured the top spot on Ascend’s winners’ rostrum. As the world’s
fastest expanding airline, China Southern Airlines has taken delivery of more than 50 aircraft in
2006 - fully 30% more than its next closest rival U.S. carrier Southwest Airlines.

“China Southern Airlines’ success underscores just how rapidly the industry is expanding in
China. The sustained growt! h is driving the global industry and in taking delivery of more than 50
aircraft this year China Southern Airlines’ growth is outstripping everyone,” said Mr. Gehan
Talwatte, Managing Director, Ascend.

Additional honors went to industry stalwarts Boeing and Airbus share Ascend’s Business Class
award and second place on the podium. Boeing is recognised for orders for the 787 and 737, and
Airbus is rewarded for its expansion in China, and orders for the A320.

Ascend - www.ascendworldwide.com - is a global aerospace specialist, providing information and
consultancy services to the global aerospace industry. Ascend is relied upon by the world’s
leading aerospace manufacturers, aircraft operators, insurers and financiers for accurate
information; trusted advice; rapid response and support; and help in protecting their aircraft
interests. Ascend is based at London’s Heathrow airport.

The largest airline in The People’s Republic of China for the ! past 27 years, China Southern
Airlines - www.cs-air.com/en - connects more than 140 cities around the globe. Major business
and vacation destinations served in China include: Beijing, Chengdu, Guangzhou, Guilin, Hong
Kong, Kunming, Shanghai, Shenzhen and Wuhan and as well as International service, including:
Amsterdam, Bangkok, Dubai, Fukuoka, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Islamabad, Kuala Lumpur,
Jakarta, Lagos, Los Angeles, Manila, Melbourne, Moscow, Osaka, Paris, Penang, Phnom Penh,
Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo.

Source: China Southern Airlines
For further information about China Southern Airlines click here
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