
 

How many times have the most popular 
airliners crashed?
Some aircraft have more crashes than others. This is the data

 
Yemenia Air flight in the Indian Ocean island of Soccotra. Photograph: KHALED 

FAZAA/AFP 

As rescuers search for survivors of the Yemenia Air Airbus A310 which crashed 

investigators will already be looking at possible causes. 

Organisations record reams of data on commerical airliners around the world. This set - 

which includes the latest crash - is from consultancy Ascend. It shows us the most 

popular airliners in the world - and how many fatal passenger crashes each has had. It 

does not include terror attacks and there are other caveats too: for instance, the DC-9 

have been in service for a long time and the current fleet is now reduced due to 

retirements. But it is a unique dataset - let us know what you think. 

DATA: download the table as a spreadsheet 

• Can you do something with this data?  

Flickr Please post your visualisations and mash-ups on our Flickr group or mail us at 

datastore@guardian.co.uk 

• Get the A-Z of data 

• More at the Datastore directory 

• Follow us on Twitter 

THE WORLD'S MOST POPULAR AIRLINERS
Click headings to sort 

Type Number Currently 
Operating 

Fatal Accidents (to 
passengers) 

Passenger 
Fatalities 

Airbus A320 Family 3708 8 597 

Airbus A330/A340 943 1 216 

Boeing 737 Family 4644 60 3576 

Boeing 747 788 15 2631 

Boeing 757 915 5 436 

Boeing 767 808 3 536 

Boeing 777 782 0 0 
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Fear of flying? 

Virgin Atlantic's courses to beat fear of flying. London & UK wide 

www.flyingwithoutfear.info 

Fear of Flying July 18th 

The fear of flying course that will get you flying again Book here 

www.FlyingWithoutFear.com 

Flightcompanion 

One to one help for passengers who are nervous or require assistance 

www.flightcompanion.co.uk 
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Bombardier CRJ 1401 2 94 

DC-9/MD-80/MD-90/717 
Family 

1090 56 2961 

Embraer 170/190 Family 537 0 0 

Airbus A300/A310 487 13 1815 

SOURCE: Ascend Worldwide 
*Number of aircraft currently in airline service 
Fatal Accidents = Where a passenger is killed on a revenue passenger flight and the aircraft is destroyed or substantially 
damaged 
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