Local/News Sports

Weather

Exclusivel

Traffic Business Entertainment Life/Travel Opinion Photos/Video

AIRLINE BIZ si06

Blogs Columnists

[=] Newsletter sign-up: Breaking News

February 2009

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Previous entries
Recent Posts

It may cost more to
go on Ryanair

Suggestions from one
pilot

3 idle thoughts for
Friday

Brace yourself for
higher Airport
Security Fees

NW union steps aside

so its members can
get Delta wages

Flight attendants get
two more years of
recall rights

American vows to
pollute less

Magazine dissects the
crowded New York
skies

Don’'t let your babies
grow up to be pilots,
Sully says

Airplanes cluttering
up the deserts

Categories

AMR
Accidents
Aerospace
Air Line Pilots
Association

Air Transport
Association

Air traffic control
AirTran Airways
Airbus

Aircraft Mechanics
Fraternal Association

Airfares
Airlines
Airplanes
Airports
Alaska Airlines

Allied Pilots
Association
American Airlines
American Eagle
Association of

Professional Flight
Attendants

Aviation history/trivia
Boeing

British Airways
Business Travel

Cargo carriers
Continental Airlines

Customer service
issues

Dallas Love Field
Dallas/Fort Worth
International Airport
Defense

Delta Air Lines

Delta-Northwest
merger

Federal Aviation
Administration

Financial/investment

Frequent flier
programs

Frivolity

Auto News

Airlines Commercial Real Estate Residential Real Estate Jobs Industries

Get Weather Alerts on your cell

« Southwest Airlines launches sale for travel into June | Main| Don't let your
babies grow up to be pilots, Sully says »

Airplanes cluttering up the deserts
11:39 AM Tue, Feb 24, 2009 | Permalink |
Terry Maxon E-mail News tips

Yahoo! Buzz

Consulting firm Ascend says that there are nearly 2,300 jet airplanes parked
and idled now, including 1,167 grounded last year.

In a press release, Ascend said that "more than 11 percent of the global aircraft
fleet of 20,293 is now in storage,"” and it looks like the figure could exceed the
13 percent recorded at the end of 2001.

"Then, the global fleet comprised only 15,950 planes, so a similar share in 2009
could mean a total of some 3,000 idle airliners," Ascend said.
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Says Chris Seymour, Ascend's head of market analysis:

"The aviation fleet data shows that at least 400 more aircraft are
scheduled to be cut during 2009, with groundings being
announced almost daily. This is having a negative effect on
aircraft values and lease rates, and creating real challenges for
the aircraft financing community. ..."

"Some reduction in capacity is typical over winter months as
passenger traffic decreases. But this season's fleet cuts were far
more severe than those of the recent past. ..."

“The increase in groundings shows the extent to which consumer
demand has lessened, and is necessary if airlines are to adjust to
the more challenging operating environment. With new deliveries
still likely to be around 1,000 this year, subject to financing,
airlines also have to park older aircraft to avoid even more
surplus capacity."

Southwest Airlines and American Airlines may be typical of many airlines; both
expect to fly less capacity in 2009 despite taking delivery of a number of new
airplanes. They'll be shedding more capacity than they'll be adding.
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